
Minutes of Tweedsmuir Community Council, at Tweedsmuir  
Village Hall, on Thursday, 1 December 2016 (7.30pm) 

 

Present:  Gavin Parker (chairman), Paul Greaves (secretary), Brian Bushell (treasurer), 
community councillors Rod Sibbald, Lesley Mason, Lesley Kirkwood and Ralph Glatt. 
Scottish Borders Councilllor Catriona Bhatia. 6  members of the public. 
 
The minutes of the council’s meeting on 3 November were approved 
 
01.12 APOLOGIES 
Police representative Nicola Craig  
 
02.12 MATTERS ARISING 
Whitelaw Brae windfarm The secretary reported that  the applicants for the windfarm had 
requested that the Reporter consider a recent approval by the Scottish Government for a 

new windfarm at Creag Riabhach in respect of the decision over Whitelaw Brae. The 
secretary added that local resident Kirsty Stephens had submitted a detailed 
objection to the use of Creag Riabhach in the Whitelaw case, and the meeting 
agreed that the community council should write to the government, confirming its 
objection to the request and agreeing with all the points raised in Ms Stephens’ 
submission. 
First Aid course Councillor Lesley Mason reported that Scottish Borders Council was willing 
to arrange a first-aid course, as part of the Resilient Communities programme, and was 
seeking dates from the council. It was decided that Thursday evenings would be most 
suitable, with the village hall as the venue. Lesley agreed to contact the council to arrange a 
definite date. The chairman added that an Upper Tweed first responders’ meeting would be 
held at Broughton Village Hall on 4 January. 
A701 Councillor Lesley Kirkwood reported that she had received a helpful response from Mr 
David Richardson, Asset Manager of SBC, to concerns over the condition of the A701. 
Below is Mr Richardson’s email. 
Our white lining programme to the A Class road network is determined after a reflectivity 
survey was undertaken in May of this year. Identified sections of carriageway requiring re-
lining  were then prioritised based on criteria such as, traffic flows; survey data; horizontal 
alignment; accidents; etc. The programme is then undertaken until the available budget is 
spent. With respect to the A701, we identified that the lining to the carriageway south of the 
A72 junction to Skirling should be re-lined, however, within that section we identified that 
between the B712 Stobo junction and the junction to Tweedsmuir was the priority. I can 
confirm that the re-lining of the centreline to this section was recently completed and that this 
will be the only section of the A701 being re-lined this financial year. 
The remaining section of the A701 between the A72 Skirling junction and the B712 Stobo 
junction, and the section south of Tweedsmuir village, will be considered for inclusion within 
our A Class re-ling programme for 2017/18. 
Lesley added that she had sent photographs highlighting the poor state of the road to the 
council. 
Crossroads The secretary reported that the promised signage, warning of children in the 
vicinity, at the village crossroads had still to be erected by SBC 
 
03.12 BROADBAND 
Councillor Rod Sibbald reported that the council had met Mr Robert Thorburn, project 
director of the BT Community Partnership scheme, regarding using the Partnership scheme 
to introduce superfast fibre to premises in Tweedsmuir. Rod said the meeting had been very 
positive,  with Mr Thorburn confirming that the scheme could be rolled out in the village and 
outlying homes. However, Mr Thorburn did not indicate a definitive cost for the project, but 



had agreed to supply a figure by 25 December. Rod explained that Stobonet - the wireless 
superfast provider - had asked for a decision from the council on whether it was going ahead 
with its offer, outlined at the CC meeting last month, by Christmas Day. Rod was worried 
that, without a figure from BT, it would be impossible to decide whether the BT option was 
viable and,therefore, whether it was necessary to go ahead with the Stobonet option. Rod 
also thought it would be advisable to take the decision to the wider community. In the light of 
this, the meeting agreed to ask Stobonet for an extension to its decision date to the first 
Thursday in February, and to hold a community meeting in January once the BT figure was 
known.  
 
04.12 RESILIENT COMMUNITIES 
Councillor Lesley Mason confirmed that the council had been represented at the SBC’s 
winter preparedness meeting last month, and that there was now a contact number for the 
SBC bunker in the event of an emergency. At the meeting, it had been suggested that the 
council should organise a ‘dry run’ on how the community would respond in an emergency - 
someone lost on the hills, for example. It was agreed to discuss this more fully at the next 
meeting. Lesley added that all the Resilient equipment had now arrived, but the shed to keep 
it in was still awaited.The chairman agreed to ensure there were sandbags for the sandbag 
store. 
 
05.12 MICROGRANT APPLICANTS 
The treasurer reported that he was still waiting for receipt of additional funds from the SSE in 
regard to its microgrant scheme. The chairman agreed to chase this up with SSE 
representative Gareth Shields. 
 
06.12 TWEEDDALE COMMUNITY COUNCIL NETWORK 
The secretary reported that he had received the following email from Mr Robin Tatler, 
chairman of Peebles Community Council: 
 
Dear fellow Community Councils, 
We would like to re-establish the practice of meeting as a group, with the suggested name of 
Tweeddale Community Council Network, to share information on issues that are common to 
us all and work together to improve the service we provide for our local communities. I am 
suggesting the the TCCN should meet no more than 3 times a year, that these meetings 
should be held in Peebles and other locations as agreed by the first meeting. 
 
I suggest that the first meeting should be held towards the end of January 2017  - please let 
me know which dates to avoid. It would also be useful to have suggestions of items for 
discussion to be included on the agenda for the first meeting - please bear in mind that the 
duration of the meeting should be no more than 2 hours. 
 
The meeting agreed that this was a good idea, and that the CC should take part. It was also 
agreed that timber transport issues should be included on the agenda for the first meeting. 
 

07.12 TWEEDSMUIR COMMUNITY PLAN 
The chairman reported that Foundation Scotland would be willing to consider funding the 
community plan as outlined at last month’s meeting, and that he was expecting an 
application form shortly. 
 
08.12 POLICE REPORT 
See attached. 
 
09.12 SCOTTISH BORDERS COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 



Councillor Bhatia reported that the council was due to consider raising its council tax by 3 
per cent at its meeting in December, which will raise an extra £1.5m. She added that the 
Scottish Government was also changing the way it calculated E-H ratings, which would 
mean significant increases for people in these bands. The money from this change was to 
be given to schools in deprived areas of Scotland. Councillor Bhatia also confirmed that all 
three councillors for the Tweeddale West area would not be standing in the May elections. 
 
10.12 CROOK INN 
Mr Duncan Davidson, chairman of the Tweedsmuir Community Company, said that the 
company was working with the CC to formulate a community plan, and that monies had 
been approved by the Glenkerie community fund for a new roof on the outhouse to the rear 
of the Crook building.  
 

11.12 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
New Year’s Dance Councillor Mason reported that the dance had been cancelled this year. 
Proposed purchase of land The council agreed to contact the owner of land alongside the 
River Tweed north of Carlowse Bridge to enquire whether he would be willing to sell it to the 
community. If the community was able to purchase it, the council could then develop it as a 
tourist attraction with picnic benches etc.  
January meeting The secretary said he thought that there was no meeting in January - as 
there were only 10 meetings a year under the consititution. However, subsequent to the 
meeting, it was discovered that a meeting was held in January 2016, and it was, therefore, 
decided to meet this year on 12 January. The matter will be discussed at the council’s AGM 
in May, 
 
The next meeting of the Tweedsmuir Community Council is at Tweedsmuir Village 
Hall, on 12 January, 2016, 7.30pm.  

 
  

 


