
 Minutes of Tweedsmuir Community Council, at Tweedsmuir  
Village Hall, on Thursday, 8 March  2018  (7.30pm) 

 
 
Present:  Gavin Parker (GP, chairman), Brian Bushell (BB, vice-chairman and treasurer), 
Paul Greaves (PG, secretary),  Lesley Kirkwood (LK), Lesley Mason  (LM), Ralph Glatt 
(RG). Eric Small (ES, Scottish Borders Councillor), police representatives  Nicola Craig 
(NC) and Chris Burnside,  and  3  members of the public. 
 
The minutes of the council’s meeting on 1 February were approved 
 
01.03 APOLOGIES 
None 
 
02.03  MATTERS ARISING 
None  
 
03.03 POLICE REPORT 
GP welcomed the two police representatives and thanked them for their attendance. 
NC read out the following report:.  
07/02/2018 – A report was received regarding a single vehicle accident, Talla, 
Tweedsmuir, non-reportable. 
13/02/2018 – A report was received regarding an overturned logging lorry on 
the A701 between Broughton and Moffat, non-reportable, no police 
requirement. 
17/02/2018 – A report was been received regarding a vehicle in a ditch near 
Talla Farm House, Tweedsmuir, persons rescued by local farmer. 
 
The meeting informed the police representatives that drivers were being directed by their 
Satnavs over Talla Linns even when the road is not in any condition to take such traffic 
because of the wintry conditions - a family became stranded over the Linns in the recent heavy 
snow.  Resident Christine Parker had contacted SBC regarding responsibility for putting up 
road-closed signs, and whether this could be done by the community council or local resilient 
communities representatives. .NC promised to take up the matter with SBC for clarification.  
CB warned of bogus workmen in the area and said ring 101 if anyone was acting suspiciously. 
BB raised the problem of  signage when the A701 is closed in that the signage does not indicate 
the point of the closure. Anyone, for instance, who lives in Tweedsmuir does not know whether 
the road is closed before the turning for the village or not. NC said the best solution was to ring 
101 for full details of any road closures. 
 
0403 BROADBAND 



PG reported that he and BB had attended a meeting with Bob Hunter, of Skirling, and Jan 
Noble, of Broughton, to explore whether it would be possible to form an umbrella organistion to 
further broadband provision in the area. Further meetings were planned. 
PG also reported that he was still awaiting a revised quote from BT following the broadband 
committee’s commitment to undertake all the digging of trenches involved in the project. 
Resident Mark Cullen had joined the broadband committee and had contacted BT regarding the 
delay. BT representative Ben Campbell had informed Mark that he plans to speak with a 
colleague who has experience of community self dig before setting up a three-way call to 
discuss.  
PG informed the meeting that Rural North, the company which provides broadband to rural 
communities  in Lancashire, were not planning any involvement in Scotland. 
 
04.03 PURCHASE OF SNOW BLOWER 
PG said he had received a letter from resident Simon Goldfinch suggesting the best snow 
blower to buy, which would cost  around £1,600. LM asked that the insurance of the snowblower 
should be clarified. It was also unclear whether local windfarms would fund  the purchase as 
road clearance was a responsibility of SBC. PG promised to look into the matter and clarify the 
points raised. 
LK suggested efforts should also be made to get another grit bin along the Kirk Road.This was 
accepted by the meeting. 
 
05.03 STATE OF ROADS 
GP reported that, in a telephone conversation with Mr David Richardson, head of roads at SBC, 
had agreed to attend a joint  meeting with Tweedsmuir and Upper Tweed CCs. Mr Richardson 
was also planning to meet West Linton and Carlops CCs jointly. Mr Richardson was grateful for 
the report on the A701 supplied by the council. 
The meeting heard that Talla Road was still not fixed and it was unclear who was going to take 
responsibility for the flooding now prevalent along the road. 
LM pointed out that the road down from the A701 to Carlowse Bridge was in also poor condition, 
with a number of large potholes. The road was also being damaged by flooding. LM explained 
that the drainage under the road to take the water out on to an adjacent field had been 
damaged by recent cable laying and that the water was now running  down the road  instead of 
into the field.. 
ES agreed to ask the council to do  repairs to the crossroads and the Carlowse Bridge road 
when they restart the Fruid Road development on 22 March. 
 
06.03 COMMUNITY PLAN 
LK asked that updates on the council’s various activities should be sent to her to include in the 
community plan spreadsheet. Councillors agreed that at future meetings councillors would meet 
at 7pm to discuss the community plan before the meeting becomes open to the public at 
7:30pm. 
 



07.03 CROSSROADS DEVELOPMENT GP said a draft legal document had been drawn up 
and a meeting with the crossroads landowner would be arranged in the near future. 
 
08.03 PLANNING APPLICATION 
GP said the council had been sent a copy of the  forestry plan for Menzion, which was now 
complete. 
 
09.03 MICROGRANTS 
Lorna Cottier/Biggar/Tinto Scouts, £500:  The amount exceeded the fund’s £250 limit, the 
application was from outside the Tweedsmuir area, and was for foreign travel, which is not 
allowed under SSE rules. Rejected. 
Katie McKinno/ Voluntary work in Fiji, £200: Applicant lived outside the Tweedsmuir  area 
and the grant was for foreign travel, which is not allowed under SSE rules. Rejected. 
Photography evening at Tweedsmuir Village Hall, £140: Approved. 
 
Glenkerie fund: LM said that the council was yet to complete its end-of-year report. BB 
reported he had now received the paperwork for this and would complete and return as soon as 
possible. LM also reported thqt Glenkerie has a vacancy for another panel member and will 
advertise the post locally. LM urged people from Tweedsmuir to apply. 
 
10.03 TREASURER’S REPORT 
BB said there had been no expenditure over the past month, except for the purchase of two 
outside cases for the village’s defibrillators. 
 
11.03 SCOTTISH BORDERS COUNCIL REPORT 
ES reported that work on Fruid Road would restart on 22 March. He also said that West Linton 
CC was keen that all the community councils should meet with David Richardson together 
regarding the A70, rather than separate meetings. 
 
12.03 AOB 
Litter collection: A roadside clear-up in Tweedsmuir would be held over the weekends of 14-15 
and 21-22 April. The council was looking for volunteers - maximum needed is one hour of 
anyone’s time. Anyone interested, please contact the secretary atn pgreavesalex@gmail.com 
Resilient communities: LK thanked everyone who helped in the recent bad weather and said 
that if any new members of the community wanted to get involved in the resilient communities 
grup,  they should contact her at Tweedsmuirreslientcommunity@gmail.com 
 

 
The next meeting of Tweedsmuir Community Council will be held on Thursday,  

 5 April, 2018 (7:30pm).  
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