
Minutes of Tweedsmuir Community Council, at Tweedsmuir 
Village Hall, on Thursday, 6 December  2018  (7.30pm) 

 
 
Present:  Gavin Parker (GP, chairman),  Brian Bushell  (BB, treasurer and vice chairman), 
Paul Greaves (PG, secretary),  Mark Cullen (MC), Lesley Mason  (LM), Lesley Kirkwood 
(LK),   Duncan Davidson (DD, chairman of Tweedsmuir Community Company), and 3 
members of the public. 
 
The minutes of the council’s meeting on 1 November  were approved 
 
01.12 APOLOGIES 
Community councillor Ralph Glatt,  police representative Nicola Craig, and SBC councillors Eric 
Small and Heather Anderson 
 
02.12  MATTERS ARISING 
Christmas lights: The meeting heard that these had been purchased and would adorn a 
Christmas tree to be sited at the Crook Inn. 
 
03.12 BROADBAND 
PG said he was delighted to report that the community council’s application to the SSE 
windfarm fund for £69,000 for the superfast project had been successful. PG thanked everyone 
involved with the application and, in particular, councillor Mark Cullen, who gave a presentation 
to SSE as part of the application process. PG said there were two conditions attached to the 
award: 
1 The broadband project will not be able to go back to SSE for further funding. 
2 The award is dependent on the project attracting the necessary matching funding - ie our 
application to Glenkerie. 
PG said an application would follow to Glenkerie windfarm for £69,000, which, if successful, 
would mean the project would be able to proceed next summer. PG said that the application 
had to be submitted by January 18. It would then be vetted by Foundation Scotland, which 
would decide if it could go to the local panel. The panel meets in early March when a decision is 
expected. PG added that the Gigabit voucher scheme had so far raised around £76,000. 
 
04.12 CHANGE WORKS 
PG agreed to contact Change Works to see if a public meeting could be arranged in 
Tweedsmuir. 



 
05.12 SOURCE OF THE TWEED 
No developments to report 
 
06.12 CROSSROADS DEVELOPMENT 
A resident had asked whether it would be possible to use the SBC’s Localities Bid Fund to 
finance the crossroads development. GP said it was a possibility but, unfortunately, the fund 
was given out on the basis of a public vote. This meant that rural areas, like Tweedsmuir, were 
at a disadvantage to more populated places  like Peebles. GP thought this meant that the 
likelihood of an application being successful was remote.  
 
07.12 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

None.  

 
08.12 MICROGRANT APPLICATIONS 
Mountain biking: Application to Glenkerie Microgrant scheme for £250 for local women’s group 
to try mountain biking at Glentress - Approved. 
 
09.12 POLICE REPORT 
Rural Thefts 
Between 1400 and 1730 hours on 31st October 2018 a shed was broken 
into at Tweedshaws Farm, Tweedsmuir, and a red Honda 450cc quad bike 
stolen. Between 19th and 21st November the Crook Inn was broken into and a 
quantity of copper/lead stolen.  
Speeding/Road Traffic 
There were no reports of speeding or accidents since your meeting in 
November. Road Policing Officers and the Safety Camera Partnership along with local 
officers continue to give attention to the A701. 
Incidents of Notes 
Between 8th and 9th November a quad bike was stolen from Muirburn Farm 
– this bike was later recovered in West Lothian. 
 
09.11 SCOTTISH BORDERS COUNCILLOR'S REPORT 
Although unable to make the meeting, SBC councillor Heather Anderson sent in a written report: 



1 Brilliant news on wind farm award for the FTTP project – very well 

done to everyone and good luck with the next one 

2    Peebles High School - outrage at recent SBC decision recommending 

that any improvement to Peebles High School building be delayed un 

2032 – 13 years from now.  The first children to walk into any new 

school are not yet born.  

 Calling on SBC to review the recommendation to undertake Campus 

developments for each High School at this option will cost around 

£345m over the 13 years.  Individual High School replacement for 

Galashiels, Hawick, Selkirk and Peebles would cost just over £200m – 

asking SBC to put more of their own money into the scheme and 

requesting information on the level of support required NOW to repair/ 

improve the existing facility.  

 Accept that Hawick and Galashiels have to come first because they are 

graded as condition C (Poor) whilst Peebles is B, but Peebles has very 

significant pressure in terms of capacity as it is at 84% capacity already 

(other three schools are at 55-66% capacity) 

3     Universal Credit – got motion agreed at recent SBC full council 

meeting to instruct SBC officers to work proactively with DWP officers to 

identify and mitigate the additional pressures of rural poverty on 

Universal Credit claimants trying to comply with the onerous qualifying 

conditions (travelling to Galashiels for initial Identify Verification 

Interview, evidencing seeking employment for up to 35 hours per week, 

meeting all the digital compliance conditions etc). 

4   Welfare Fund – asked for investigation into SBC administration of 

Welfare Fund – SBC use less of the budget they receive from Scottish 

Government than other local authorities, their approval rate for crisis 



grant applications is 43% (rest of Scotland is 68%) and their average 

payment is the lowest (£46).  Need to know why this is. 

 
 
10.10 CROOK INN 
DD reported that working groups had been established to look into ways of promoting the area 
and the Crook Inn ie cycling, walking, heritage and natural environment. DD added that the 
planning application for the new cafe and bunkhouse on the Crook Inn site had been lodged 
with SBC, with a decision expected early in the New Year. 
 
10.10 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Snowblower: BB reported that the council had received a cheque from SSE  for the new snow 
blower. 
Digital Christmas card: The meeting agreed that PG should send out a digital Christmas card 
again as per 2017. This would include dates for all the CC meetings in 2019 and details of 
contact numbers for councillors. 
Village Hall show: The meeting heard that Eastgate Theatre in Peebles had secured funding 
for the event, which would go ahead later this year. 
 
Next meeting of Tweedsmuir Community Council will be held on 7 February at the village 
hall (7:30pm) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


