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Dear Helen,

Thank you for your email dated 14 August 2023 regarding Mr Mundell's constituents concerns
with onshore wind developments in the Tweedsmuir area.

Both the UK Government and Scottish Government recognise that we must replace fossil fuel
generation with renewable power sources as part of our plan to address climate change, this includes
meeting the UK Government’s target to decarbonise the power system by 2035.

Wind energy developments can, and must, strike the right balance between utilising Scotland's
significant renewable energy resources whilst protecting our finest scenic landscapes and natural
heritage. That is why assessing the effect on landscape forms a key part of all wind farm applications
and why, Scotland has some of the most stringent environmental impact regulations anywhere in the
world.

Our planning and consenting system ensures that local communities have their say and all applications
for wind farm developments are subject to consultation with the public and statutory and local bodies,
including community councils.

Further, all applications are already, and will continue to be, subject to site specific assessments
including Environmental Impact Assessment and Habitats Regulations Appraisal where applicable. The
planning system has long provided significant opportunities for people to express their views and shape
the decisions about the future of their places.

Engagement in the future of places starts long before applications for planning and other consents are
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made by applicants. Legislation is clear that people’s views must be sought and had regard to in the
preparation of spatial strategies that identify the development to happen in their area — known as local
development plans.

Our planning reform programme has strengthened and provided new opportunities for people to have
their say in decisions about their place, including through opportunities like the preparation of local place
plans where communities can identify aspirations for their place to inform local development plans.

Major and national scale developments mostly require a pre-application consultation process to be
undertaken with communities. Reforms have strengthened this process, such as the associated
report submitted to the planning authority being required to include an explanation of how views raised
in the pre-application process have been taken into account.

For prospective onshore wind developments of or above 50 MW in generating capacity, the Scottish
Government Energy Consents Unit (ECU) is responsible for processing applications to

be determined by Scottish Ministers. Information on live applications, including the scoping opinion
that contains project-specific details on the planning considerations set out above, are available on the
ECU website, here.

Applications for developments below 50 MW are considered under the Town and Country Planning
(Scotland) Act 1997, as amended, and would usually be a matter for the relevant planning authority, in
this case Scottish Borders Council. Project-specific information is available via the Council’s planning
portal, here.

| hope the above has addressed Mr Mundell’s constituents’ concerns and thank you for contacting the

Scottish Government.

GILLIAN MARTIN

Yours sincerely,
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